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search for those who were in open war against the Govern-
ment and had thus outraged his authority ? It was in his
power to do so, and catch and destroy this band of a dozen
men ; but it was not in his power to hold the troops if
the search, with its attendant street-fighting, once began ;
and the act spelt massacre for an unknown number of
peaceful Armenians. On the other hand, could he allow
those rebels to retire uninjured ? What would his master
the Sultan say to him if he did ? And would the troops,
one of whose comrades had been "murdered by these
Armenian dogs/1 obey him if he gave such an order ? For
twenty-four hours the scales wavered, every foreign house
and Consulate being packed with terrified Armenian re-
fugees. While in the Turkish quarter of the town the panic
was hardly less, though less conspicuous ; for to them
every Armenian was a Fedai, and every Fedai had his
pockets full of bombs.
The twelve Tashnakists themselves were probably the
only people unconcerned; for they had won their game,
though they might have to pay the forfeit of their lives,
a thing that they had deliberately risked throughout. If
they were allowed to withdraw, they had at least flaunted
the Government in its provincial capital, and dictated
terms to it there. If the attack was made, they could die
fighting, and had secured the great " massacre advertise-
ment," for whicH they had been playing throughout. The
fact is that an opponent who is reckless of his own life is very
awkward to deal with ! All honour is certainly due to the
Vali (that same Tahir Pasha whom we knew in MosuJ
later), for he decided that, come what might, he would not
order the massacre of those whom he was there to protect.
He was able to induce the military commandant to
withdraw the troops to barracks, and allow the Tashnakists
to effect their retreat. ' He risked his career to save his
subjects from their own friends.
Peace ruled in Van for a year or two after this incident;
but the importation of rifles and other revolutionary material
continued, and considerable arsenals were accumulated:
the Kurds on the frontier being glad enough to earn good